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CHIEF BURNS: Today's date is December 
10th, 2001. The time is 10:20 a.m. I am 
Battalion Chief Robert Burns, Safety 
Battalion, New York City Fire Department, 
conducting an interview with -- 

FIREFIGHTER CHESNEY: Firefighter First 
Grade William Chesney assigned to Engine 
Company 309. 

CHIEF BURNS: This is in regards to the 
events of September 11th, 2001. 

Q. Bill, if you would, just tell me in 
your own words what happened that day. 

A. Okay. We were assigned to relocate 
Engine 309 to 33 Engine in Manhattan. That would 
be after the first tower had fallen. After 
coming over the Manhattan Bridge into Manhattan, 
we were notified by the dispatcher to I believe 
the Deutsche Bank, which had I believe been set 
afire or there was a collapse there. I'm not 
sure what the assignment was. I'm fuzzy on that. 

We proceeded to the West Side Highway. 

We made it up to Liberty next to the second World 
Trade Center before it fell. We didn't exit the 


engine. It was still running at the time. We 
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heard popping, people, crowd, screaming. The 
first tower had already fallen, so everything was 
very unclear due to visibility, bad visibility, 
because of smoke and ash. 

We visually saw the beginning of the 
first tower crumble, so the engine turned off on 
Liberty and made its way over to Albany Street. 
The tower had fallen. Our engine company then 
exited the engine and proceeded over and 
attempted to help out in any way they could with 
Civilians or Fire Department personnel who needed 
assistance. Then we had other companies join us 
that were scattered. 

There was no water pressure downtown at 
the time. It took a while for water to get to 
the fires, Marine 2. We were down by Liberty 
close to the water by Gateway Plaza. We were 
assigned to put a fire out on the eighth or ninth 
floor of Gateway at the time. We went up there 
with hoses. We were drafting water from Marine 2 
from a three and a half. 

After that fire was out, we then 
proceeded to put out additional pockets of fire 


close to second World Trade. I believe it was 


W. CHESNEY 4 


adjacent to the Vista Hotel and three World 
Trade. 

For the rest of the day all we did was 
assist rescue operations, basically. That's 
basically the fundamentals of what happened. 

Q. Did your unit get there prior to the 
second tower collapsing? 


A. Yes, we did, yes. 


Q. Where were you when the second tower 
collapsed? 
A. I'm believing that we actually made it 


over towards the pedestrian bridge close to 
Liberty off the West Side Highway, because I 
believe the Deutsche Bank is adjacent to the 
second world tower or a block off. I'm not 
positive. That's where our assignment was. 

Q. When you guys got there, did you see 
anyone or any companies that you can identify? 

A. No. Due to the poor visibility, it was 
very tough to see in front of your face. With 
the smoke down there, the ash, it was very 
difficult to see anything. Basically I just saw 
through the fog on my end -- I'm not speaking for 


anybody else -- was first and last of the clouds 
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there were people running here and there. 

There was no sense of direction. There 
was no way to know what anybody else was doing, 
so we just kept ourselves together and kept a 
level head and just tried to make the best of the 
situation, help out any way we could. That was 
it. 

Q. Okay. Great. 
CHIEF BURNS: That concludes the 


interview. It's 10:25 a.m. 


